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DAYTON
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LUCE GRANT SUPPORTS DAYfON PROGRAM TO EASE
IDEOLOGICAL CONFLICT IN CATHOLIC CHURCH
DAYTON, Ohio - The University of Dayton has received a prestigious two-year,
$120,000 grant from the Henry Luce Foundation to support visiting distinguished professors in
the Ph.D. program in theology.
The program, launched in 1999, emphasizes research into religious practices and the
beliefs underlying the practices, minimizing the possibility of ideological conflict between
liberals and conservatives in the Catholic church.
The visiting professorships add a valuable component to the program, according to
Terrence Tilley, professor of religious studies, who chaired the department from the
inauguration of the program until June 30. Having visiting professors, he said, "exposes our
graduate students to distinguished scholars whose orientation may be different from the faculty
here."
This coming fall, the visiting distinguished professor will be Ada Marfa Isasi-D:laz, who
works in the context of mujerista theology, which uses the perspective of U.S. Hispanic women.
"The Luce Foundation's grant recognizes the foresight that the University of Dayton has
shown in addressing the impact of American pluralism on the religious practices and selfunderstanding of Catholics. Under the leadership of Professor Terry Tilley, the new Ph.D.
program in theology has been thoughtfully designed, and the distinguished visiting professor
(supported in part by the Luce Foundation's grant) will enhance the department's existing
strengths in the first years of this doctoral program," said Michael Gilligan, president of the
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Henry Luce Foundation.
The Luce Foundation's interest in theology stems from the parents of its founder, the late
Henry R. Luce, having been educational missionaries in China, where all their four children were
born. Most of the foundation's assets derive from stock donated and left in the will of Henry R.
Luce, co-founder and editor-in-chief of Time Inc. The foundation's theology program
encourages the development of leadership for religious communities and fosters scholarship that
links the academy to churches and the wider public. Among its recent grants are those assisting
Duke University's Divinity School, the General Theological Seminary of the Episcopal Church
and Hebrew Union College.
The first students in the UD doctoral program are expected to receive their degrees in
December.
-30For media interviews, contact Terry Tilley at (937) 229-4321 or
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